
Delivering the History curriculum through Ireland
Year 7
Britain 1066-1500

How complete was the Norman Conquest?
Ireland as a case study

by

Alex Woollard
Tuxford School

Nottingham Pilot Scheme
School of Education, University of Nottingham ‘Ireland in Schools’



Contents

The unit
Place in Year 7 programme of work 1
Time allowed 1
Lesson outlines 1

Lesson 1: Where is Ireland? What is it like today
Basic facts 3
Two divided communities 4
Ireland fact file 5

Lesson 2: What was Ireland like before the conquest?
Celtic Ireland 8
What was Ireland like before the Norman went there? 9
A map of Ireland before the Normans 10
Mapping Ireland 11

Lesson 3: Why did the Normans go to Ireland?
Invitation or invasion? 13
What do these sources tell us about the Normans and Ireland? 14

Lesson 4: What was Ireland like after the conquest?
What changes can we find by looking at a map of Ireland? 17
Different Irelands? 18

Lesson 5: How complete was the Norman conquest?
Was what happened in Ireland really different from what was happening elsewhere

between 1000 and 1500? 22
What impact did the Normans have on Ireland?

1. Permanent effects 24
2. Limitations 25

Lesson 6: Assessment
How complete was the Norman conquest?

Basic 28
Core 29
Ext. 30



Tuxford, Normans & Ireland, page 1

The unit

Place in Year 7 programme of work
The Norman intervention in Ireland as an example of incomplete conquest will fit into the existing
programme of work just after the key question ‘What were the long-term consequences of 1066?’.

It means a reduction in time and content in the teaching of castles and castle warfare.

Organising question Teaching & learning Key elements Resources Weeks

What were the long-
term consequences
of 1066?

1. Domesday book -
reasons for, findings,
comparisons with today

2. Feudal system - reasons
for & consequences of

3. Castles - design,
improvements, attack &
defence

2b
2d
5c

Various 4

How complete was
the Norman
Conquest?

Brief study of the Normans
in Ireland as an example of
incomplete conquest
1. What was Ireland like

before the Normans?
2. Why did the Normans

go to Ireland?
3. What was Ireland like

under the Normans?
4. ASSESSMENT, based

on key question

1
2a & b
2d & e
4a
5a

‘Ireland in Schools’ study
units on the Normans and
Ireland.

3

Time allowed
3 weeks: 6 x 50-minute periods.

Lesson outlines

1. Where is Ireland? What is it
like today?

Research lesson.  To be done in
class using atlases or as a library
lesson or as an IT lesson using CD-
Rom or Internet.
Ke 4a
Cross-curricular links: Geography
& IT

2. What was Ireland like before
the conquest?

a. Complete comparison chart of
Ireland and England, using
information sheet.

b. Mapwork - make comparisons
with previous lesson’s work.

Ke 2a, 2b
Could be paired activity: one pupil
Ireland, one pupil England.
 

3. Why did the Normans go to
Ireland?

a. Paired inductive activity -
sorting event cards into
chronological order.

b. Cut out resources and paste into
books in 3 categories: Normans
= greedy; Irish = weak; other
reasons.

c. Put reasons in order of
importance, with justification.

4. What was Ireland like after
the Norman conquest?

a. Comparison of maps showing
extent of Norman conquest.

b. Picture sources on Irish and
Norman way of life after the
conquest - complete comparison
chart.

Ke 4a, 2a

5. How complete was the
conquest?

a. Comparison with Norman
treatment of other Celtic
peoples.

b. Impact - evidence for/against a
‘complete’ Norman conquest of
Ireland?

Ke 2d, 2e

6. Assessment

Explain differentiation of writing
frames.
Have clear explanations of
expectations and rules for writing
essays.
Explain mark scheme.
Discuss thoughts & ideas.
Ke 2 & 5a to be assessed
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Lesson 1
Where is Ireland?
What is it like today?
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Basic facts

Country Northern Ireland The Republic of Ireland

Population 1.5 million
66 per cent Protestant
34 per cent Roman Catholic

3 million
10 per cent Protestant
90 per cent Roman Catholic

Currency Sterling Punt

Government Northern Ireland is part of the United
Kingdom governed from Westminster. 
There has been (since 1972) a British
government minister known as the
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
responsible for policy in the area.  The
present Secretary is John Reid who
recently succeeded Peter Mandelson.

The government is based in Dublin.  The
parliament consists of the Dail Éireann,
which means the Assembly of Ireland,
and the Senate.  There is an Irish
President.  Unlike Northern Ireland, the
Republic is not a member of the
Commonwealth but is a member of the
European Union.

Flag
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Two divided communities
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Ireland fact file

1. Answer the following questions on Ireland using the Atlas and any other information to help you.

1. What is the capital city of Northern Ireland?

2. What is the capital city of the Republic of Ireland?

3. Name any 3 counties in Ireland.

4. Off which coast of Britain is Ireland found?

5. Which sea lies between Britain and Ireland?

6. Which ocean is to the West of Ireland?

7. Name any 2 mountain ranges in Ireland.

8. What is the population of Northern Ireland?

9. What is the population of the Republic of Ireland?

10. What is the climate like in Ireland?

11. What is the unit of currency in Northern Ireland?

12. What is the unit of currency in the Republic of Ireland?

13. What types of industry are there in Northern Ireland?

14. Draw the flag of Northern Ireland.

15. Draw the flag of the Republic of Ireland.

2. Now add as much information as you can from the facts above to your map of Ireland.
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