‘Ireland in Schools’ English & literacy pathway

Further schemes of work

The Smugglers of Mourne

1. Year 3 NLS Weekly Planning
2. Year 4 NLS Weekly Planning

3. Years 5 & 6 Commentary



1. Year 3: The Smugglers of Mourne

St Michael-in-the-Hamlet Junior School, Liverpool

T5; T3/T12; T22:

T7:
2.
W4:

plot a sequence of episodes modelled on a known story, as aplan for writing.

to recognise rhyme, aliteration and other patterns of sound that create effects.
1%/3" person forms of pronouns e.g. |, me, we; you; she, her, them investigating the contexts and purposes for using pronouns in different persons.
to discriminate syllablesin reading and spelling (from Y ear 2).

Class: Term: 3b Teacher:
Year Groups. 3 Week Beg:  10/6/02
Whole class — Whole class— Guided Independent Group Tasks Plenary
Text Level work Word / Sentence Level work Group Work
Mon Discuss vocabulary (smuggling Investigate rhythm of language. CT: Pupils select words from their own reading books of 2, 3,4and 5 | Locate
Read  etc). Read story to p. 15. Pupils Look at syllabification, rhyme etc: syllables. Aimfor five of each. Find longest word in terms of Mourne on the
predict ending (in pairs). Read to which are effective? number of syllables. Pupilswho finish may try to generate a map - look at
end. Discussending. TA: sentence of words of one syllable, words of two syllables etc. other features.
Tues  Reread story. Discuss appeal of Identify pronouns - personal and CT: Work on pronouns - pupils practise transforming sentencesfrom | What
Read  text, and Waddell as author. possessive. Look at altering 1% to 3" person and vice versa. Discussimpact of the alteration. | difference
Discuss 1%/3 person. Whichis sentences 1% to 3 person. Which does
this? Isit effective? words change? TA: transforming
make?
Wed Explain plan to re-write story as 1% person account. Discuss possibilities | CT: Writing with less  Pupils map out own story. May add details/characters as
Write | for narrator - Tom, Nancy, Ranaghan, other (e.g. Nancy’s brother, able group: support required.
watching as story unfolds). Plan out main incidents. Discuss length of planning process.
story, and effects used by Waddell (rhyme etc.) TA:
Thurs | Model writing of opening of story. Identify point of view from which CT: Pupils begin writing, individually/in pairs.
Write | story will be written. Incorporate language effects - onomatopoeia,
alliteration, rhythm.
TA:
Fri Revise story so far; continue and conclude. Edit and check. CT: Pupils complete story, with support as required. Discuss format
Write of book.
TA:

discuss characters feelings, behaviour and relationships; distinguish 1% and 3 person accounts; write a first person account, recounting same event in a variety of ways;




2a. Year 4: The Smugglers of Mourne

St Cleopas CE Primary School, Liverpool

1 Resources/ Text/ ICT: Objectives:

July  Poor Tom and the Smugglers of Mourne by Martin » Toidentify moral/cultural issuesin stories, e.g., dilemmas faced by characters.

2002 Waddell. » Toread stories from other cultures, focusing on differencesin place/time.

Literacy Bank/Starspell. * To practise extending and compounding words through adding parts.
e Toidentify adverbs and understand their function in sentences.
e Torevise adjectives.
Shared read/write Word/sentence | Guided tasks Independent Tasks Plenary

Mon | Examinefront and Use‘town asan |G5 Using big Complete activity, grouping words with same letter strings into different pronunciations. Recap on work and
back cover of the book | example of words book, look at | Differentiate activity. different groups found.
and discusspossible  with common the rhyme Add more.
contents. |etter strings but scheme and
Read top. 9. different add more

pronunciation. words.

Tues Discussthestory sofar |Using ‘silently’ as | G4 Complete phrases by adding adverbs. Complete phrases about
and make some an example, think Change words into adverbs, e.g., Nancy - fought bravely, loved madly, - and relate to each character.
predictions. of other words to charactersin story.

Read story throughto  which ‘ly’ can be
the end. added to make G5: Big phonic book.
adverbs.

Wed Readthestory all the |Look at the G3 Write a description of Ranaghan as if he had just appeared in front of you. Include adjectives | Children to give one
way through and picture of brain stormed in word/sentence session. example of description.
discuss how it could be | Ranaghan on p. 21 Write on chart.
performed - and think of
expression, etc. adjectivesto

describe him.
Make alist.

Thurs  Shared writing based on telling the story G2 Children to write their own version of the story from Tom or Nancy’s point of view, describing the events Children to read
from Tom or Nancy’s point of view. What and their feelings. What wasiit like in the cave, etc. examples of work.
would they have said, felt, etc. Discuss.

Write part of the story.

Fri Continue with shared writing, thistime G1 Writethe story from Ranaghan’s point of view, trying to change the sympathies of the reader. Writeina Children to read
looking at the story from another way that our point of view is changed. examples of work.
character’s point of view. Discuss.

How does the story change?

Explain the differences.




2b. Year 4: The Smugglers of Mourne Holy Name RC Primary School, Liverpool
Class: 9 Yr Group(s): 4 Term: Summer 2 Week beg: 30/06/03 Teacher: Mr Doyle
(Part of a week devoted to Irish poetry during the school’s Irish week)

Guided group tasks (reading or writing)

Mon The Smugglers of Mourne

Ahlberg - how does the author create an eerie atmosphere?

How is the effect created on p. 16?

How does the author use punctuation on pp 14-16 to create an effect?
Can you think of a newspaper headline to describe the story?

Tues Browne:

How would you describe the atmosphere of the story?
How does the author create this?

What is an excise man/smuggler?

What strategies could be used to find out meaning?

Wed Dahl:

How do you think Tom/Nancy feel at different stages of the story?
Can you find examples of rhyme in the story?

How can we tell Tom & Nancy love each other?

Thurs Fine

Shared Write How does the story make you feel? Re-tell the story from Ranaghan’ s point of view.
Why might he be after Tom? Think of adjectives to describe Tonm/Nancy.

Fri King-Smith:

Shared Read How does the story make you feel?

Look at the picture of Ranaghan on p. 21.

What adjectives would describe him?

Look at word ‘light’ on p. 10.

What other words could you useinits place?




3. Years5 &6 St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School, Warrington
A. Researching the author B. Appreciating The Smugglers of Mourne

A. Researching the author
Read article on Martin Waddell in Writers’ Lives by Dennis Hamley, Longman ISBN 0582334144

Shared session 1

The objective of this session was for the children to develop their knowledge of the author through retrieving
information fromthe text. At the start of the session the children were told that the class was going to find out more
about the author Martin Waddell.

1. What facts do you know or think you know about Martin?
What things would you like find out.*

2. Write down your act or question on a‘post it’.2

3. Dividethewhiteboardintheclassintotwo sections: onesectionfor ‘ Factsweknow’ ; theother sectionfor ‘ Questions
we would like to find out or Facts we need confirming.’

Read out to the classyour fact or question and placeit inwhat you think isthe appropriate section ontheboard. The
children made the decisions as to which section the ‘post its' were placed.

When everyone was happy with the questions and facts they had to find out or confirm, the class moved on to the
next part of the shared session, modelling the reading - reading for meaning, not simply reading mechanically
without processing for under standing.

The children were aware of what they were looking for in the text and were invited to raise their hand to indicate
that their question or fact was being addressed.

4. What has been addressed or confirmed inthereading? Locatethe correct part of thetext which had dealt with their
guestion or fact, thus backing up your statements with evidence from the text.

5. Find out the answersto the questions which remained unanswered, using your research skills with other booksand
the Internet.

Shared session 2
Interpretation of text - the investigation and dissection of phrases and words used.

1. What to the following phrases mean?

‘“for children who are adultsin all but years.’

‘you can feel them stirring...’

‘the good ones won't wait their turn...’

‘the best ones... pour themselves out on the page...’

‘sometimes, though, the person looking out of the window has another name...’

2. What do the following words mean?

nom de plume pseudonym pen name
complex modest Mountains of Mourne
sophisticated.

1 This sharing of facts and ideas as a class was used initially to help some children in the class who had learning

difficultiesinto the next stage of the task.

Examples of children’s questions and facts included: Martin Waddell wrote Owl Babies. Martin Waddell is
English | think? Martin Waddell writes stories about animals. How old is Martin Waddell? Has he got any
children? Where does helive? Ishe till alive?



Independent/self-sustaining activities

1.

Find out what other books Martin Waddell haswritten and which arein your classlibrary or in other classroomsin
the school .2
Build up acollection of his booksin your classroom.

L ook at thesimilaritiesand differencesinbookswritten by Martin Waddell, looking at style, characters, settingsand
themes.*

Record these differences in your activity book.

Present your findingsto the rest of the class.

Discuss whether or not you agree with the views presented by others.

Write your own ‘follow up’ story or chapter to aselected book.

Pay attention to the audience you arewriting for; the devel opment of key characters; making the plot moveforward;
engaging thereader; hechoiceof effectiveand appropriate vocabulary had to be effective and appropriate; and clear
and grammatical writing.®

Begin compiling afact file on Martin Waddell by bullet pointing the relevant parts of thearticle on himin Writers
Lives (this extracting important key points of a piece of the text).

Continueto build up your fact file on Martin Waddell by researching other sources of information, including other
books, web sites and writing to authors and other authorities.®

The children were fascinated to find that Waddell has written books for children of all ages and to discover his
books in their own class library and other junior classrooms. Books which had previously sat unnoticed and
undesired suddenly became ‘Hot Books' in the classin great demand. | had to apologise to our infant department
for depriving their children of some classic Waddell infant reads, and got someinitial looks of disbelief when| told
the staff if they wanted books like Farmer Duck and Owl Babies they could find them in the Y ear 5/6 classroom!

4 Theactivity built on the great interest which had been aroused in Waddell’ sbooks. The children were always keen
to offer their opinions on the books being studied and compared.

Again these ‘follow up’ stories were often shared in the classroom and the children quickly became expert critics
in their own right, giving justified praise and criticism where they felt necessary. The children became confident
that they could hold their own with any Martin Waddell original!

Other possible activities could include writing letters to authors, authorities on authors, and publishers inviting
them to share their knowledge or expertise (thus covering such invaluable teaching points being letter writing,
layout and style); and devising questionnaires to send such people or to actualy interview in person (using a
guestion and answer format on the lines of the SAT question in Language paper at Key Stage 2,1998).



B. Appreciating The Smugglers of Mourne

Shared session

The objective of this session was for the children to recognise and become sensitive towar ds the atmosphere Martin
Waddell has created in his story, The Smugglers of Mourne, and to understand how the author has created an
atmospher e of tension mystery and suspense. Thechildrenwereasked to think about the atmospher ethat wasevolving
fromthe story, which wasthen read to thewhole class, taking careto keep the pace and rhythmof thewriting. At page
11 thereading was stopped and the class became invol ved in examining how the atmospher e and tension was built up.

1

2.

What words could describe the atmosphere that was being set so quickly?

What words and phrases in the text help to create the atmosphere?

How doesthe pace of thewriting hel p to build up thetension and give theimpression that therewasnotimetowaste.
How does the layout of the text help to create that same impression of no time to waste?’

Do you think that the illustrations help to build up tension?
Which is your favourite illustration?®

What do you think of the different characters?

How far do you empathise with them?

Why do you like Tom when he was a smuggler?

Was not Ranaghan only doing hisjob?

Was it not wrong of Nancy to go against the law and help Tom escape?

How does the setting to the story help to create atmosphere and tension?

Describe the Mountains of Mourne, the cliffs and the cave.

Doesthe setting remind you of (a) any placesyou have had experience of, (b) holidaysyou have had in Cornwall or
(c) secret dens or places you have or know of.

L ook at the punctuation in the story. How would thisbedifferent if the characterswere talking to each other inthe
story?

The story istold in the third person. Retell the story in the first person.

Independent/self-sustaining activities
After the shared session, the children undertook a number of independent activities. While started within the
framework of the literacy hour many activities were carried on beyond into other curriculum time.

1.

2.

Inyour character books, build up descriptions, including physical featuresand personalities of the charactersin The
Smugglers of Mourne.

Make up adiscussion between characters.

What would Tom be saying to Nancy when making plans to escape?

What would Tom and Nancy be saying to one another when making plansin the cave whilst waiting for the boat to
arrive.

What would Ranaghan and the Excise Man be saying to one another when planning their capture of poor Tom.

" Thetext was set out on scrolls. Each page ended so that you wanted to turn the page to discover what happened

next. The... ‘“and then ..." syndrome, it might be called.

Thechildrenwere particularly interestedin theillustrationsby Chris Priestley, feeling that they hel ped considerably
to set the atmosphere. They were surprised and intrigued to be told by Robert Dunbar that often the writer in this
case Waddell and the illustrator never actually meet and plan a book together. Both work separately as different
elements only joining talents when the book is published.



What would the smugglers be saying to each other in their boat, sailing towards the M ountains of Mournefor Tom
and Nancy?

. Take apart from the story and turn it into a scene from a play, setting out the script for the characters and stage
directions. (Hint. Look at examples of playscripts to become familiar with a playscript format.)

. What do you think were the thoughts and feelings of characters at different stages of the story?
How was Nancy feeling when she was making her way to help Tom escape?

How did Nancy feel when they were both safe in the cave, eating berries and drinking goats milk?
How did Nancy feel when Ranaghan and his men attacked them at the cliff edge?

How did Nancy feel when she was safe on the boat with Tom, sailing into the sunset?

. Work in small groups or with apartner and brainstorm for words which would be appropriate to describe or usein
different scenes.

. What do you think happens next? Create your own follow-on episode, with a new scene and new characters.

. Work in groups and build up a case for and against contrasting characters, for example, Ranaghan and Tom. °

®  Thisactivity could form the basis for awhole class debate.



