
Ireland in Key Stage 3 History Year 8, Term 1 - The Stuarts

Starters

1. Bingo
Pupils select 9 key words from a choice of 12 on Cromwell in Ireland and place on a bingo grid. When
the teacher reads out the meaning of a word, the pupil puts a cross in that box. Game ends when one
pupil gets full house. See below for further details

2. Odd one out
Paired or group work selecting the odd word out from a list of 4 possibilities on Cromwell and Ireland
and justifying their choice. There will be more than one right answer. See below for further details

3. Post it notes

4. Show me - whiteboards
Teacher reads out a range of statements about The Stuarts/The protectorate.  Students to write down
FACT or OPINION on their whiteboards and be prepared to justify their decision.

5. Card sort
Paired activity - pupils to sort 10 cards into evidence for Cromwell being a HERO and evidence for him
being a VILLAIN. Some ambiguous. Discuss findings.

6. Dominoes

7. Word search
Pupils to find 15 words on Cromwell and Ireland in the word search. Options include with or without
showing the15 words to be found.

8. Washing line
Literally have a washing line stretched across the classroom. All those that think Cromwell is a villain
stand at one end, all those who think he is a hero stand at the other, those who are undecided stand in
the middle. Do it again for the plenary.

9. Generate words
Generate 5 words associated with a concept.  Half the class to generate 5 words associated with Kingship
and the other half to generate 5 words associated with Lord Protector.  Share findings and discuss.  Could
be split by gender.

10. Paired work - write down 5 things learned last lesson
Give out scrap paper to write on.  Can include facts learned, understanding, spelling, key word definition,
skills, behaviour etc!

11. Concept loop
For each group of 10 there are 10 cards, on one side there is a term, on the other side a definition of a
different term. Pupils have to form a loop so that they are sat next to a person with the definition to their
key term. See below for further details
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Bingo - Cromwell & Ireland
Teacher’s instructions

Pupils select 9 key words from a choice of 12 on Cromwell in Ireland and place on a bingo grid. When the teacher
reads out the meaning of a word, the pupil puts a cross in that box. Game ends when one pupil gets full house.

Key term Definition Order

Massacre When a lot of people who have no way of defending
themselves are killed.

Protestant The religion of Oliver Cromwell and a lot of England at this
time.

Catholic The religion of a lot of Ireland and Spain at this time.

Siege Surrounding and blockading a place until the people inside
surrender.

Rebellion An organised and armed resistance to authority.

Drogheda A town in Ireland which Cromwell's soldiers attacked and
laid siege to.

Gaelic The language spoken by the Irish.

Cromwell The Lord Protector of England.

Spain Another Catholic country which supported Ireland.

Soldiers The people used by Cromwell to attack the town of
Drogheda.

September,
1649

The date of the attack on the town of Drogheda.

Defeated This word means to have lost a battle.



1. Bingo - Cromwell & Ireland

Key terms

Massacre Protestant Catholic

Siege Rebellion Drogheda

Cromwell Gaelic Spain

Soldiers September, 1649 Defeated

Instructions
1. Choose 9 key terms from the list above and place each one in a box on the grid below.

2. When the meaning of a key term in one of your boxes is read out put a cross in the box.

3. Call out line if you have crossed out a vertical, horizontal or diagonal line.

4. Call out full house when you have a cross in all the squares.



2. Odd one out

1. Henry VIII, James I, Charles I, Oliver Cromwell

2. Ireland, England, Spain, France

3. Monarch, King, Queen, Lord Protector

4. Sources, Evidence, Accounts, Bias

5. Protestant, Catholic, Puritan, Church of England

1. Siege, Battle, Massacre, War



Side 1

11. Concept loop

Monarch Lord Protector

Hero Villain

Martyr Traitor

Bias Reliability

Catholic Protestant



Side 2

A Christian religion in
England at this time. 

Puritans belonged to this
religion too, e.g, Cromwell

was one.

A Christian religion in
England at this time. 

Catholics believed that the
Pope in Rome was the Head

of the Church.

The King or Queen of a
country.

The title of the official
leader of England when there

was not monarch.

A man who is admired for
going great and noble things.

A person who is capable of
being evil and wicked.

A person who betrayals
someone else or is disloyal.

A person who is prepared to
suffer or die for his or her

beliefs.

People’s different points of
view and ideas.

How trustworthy or truthful
something or someone is.


