Move over Florence

Schools are told to ditch ‘jaded’ heroine Nightingale

and give history lessons about a female Irish plrate

By Sarah Harris
Education Comaspondeant

PRIMARY schools are
being encouraged to ditch
Florence Nightingale from
their hizstory lessons and
replace her with an Irish
woman pirate.

The Government's curricu-
lum watchdog fears that teach-
ers have become ‘jaded’ with
concentrating too heavily on
the founder of modern nursing.

Bo the Qualifications and Cur-
riculum Authority is recommend-

that teachers look at obacure
lith century Irish pirate Grace
O'Malley = who has been lonised
by feminists,

It believes that ‘teachers and
their puplla can only benefit by
taking more account of Ireland
and its stordes'.

But the walchdog was yeaterday
altacked by historlans for down-
grading Miss: Nightingale in favour

‘Left-wing
fashion’

of politically correct Left-wing
fashian. In lalesl guidance Lo pri-
DJ.EI.I'E,I' schools aboul the teaching
of history, the QOA asks teachers:
“Who needs Florenoe Nightingale?'

It adds: ‘Are you in danger of
becoming jaded wilh teaching
aboutl Florence Nighlingale?

‘Are you looking for an alterna-
Live Memeale to lluminate the “lives
of significanl men, women and
children deawn from history™ in
history at Key Stage One?’ (ages
Ove bo seven).

It cltes Grace O'NMalley ag ‘an
alternative slpnificant woman for
primary hislory® and gives an
example of how_ teacher Bandra
Kirkland ‘at Waseby Church of
England School, Northatmpon-

during Crimean War_

W Known as The L
she walked the wa
hHTurmmmnﬂnmmp

hygiene routines

.wmﬂrm were preventable
surgical practices

W Established training

was the lirst specifically for

hanour in 1915 in Waterloo
Place, London

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE (16820-191 ﬂj

B Reformer of hospital sanitation

of the Lamp as

nutmi;ggﬁ

B Reduced death rates wllh mlct

B Collacted statistics 1o show mmr it
lo Improvements in mu:ﬂcﬂ and

B In 1858 became flrst woman tcrha elected
tellow of the Statistical Snclaty

Institution
at 5t Thomas' Hospital in London in 1660
® Her textbook Notes on Nurs Eng (1660)

lﬂmwnomimarmh}' Queen
Victoria in 1883, In 1907 became first
- woiman to receive the Order of Merit

B Crimean Monument erected in her

B Never married and died aged 60

for nurses

ing nurses

Hospital amged:

Florence

"

shire, managed to successfully
inktroduce the pirate into lessons,

It states: ‘Sandra gave herself a
new lease of life and aroused the
curiosily of years one and two
(ages five Lo seven).”

The puidance points out O'Mal-
ley's fTeminlst credentials as a
‘courggecis woman who stood up
for her rights® during the Tudor
conguest of ITreland. But histori-
ans reacted angrily to the mater-
lal, which bias beeenn posbed oo L

QUA website. Dr David Btarkey
said there 15 ‘mo contest' between
Misz Nightingale and Grace
O'Malley - whom he had never
heard of.

He added: “I'nere has been a
fashion for knocking Florence
NMightingale. T think it's unfortu-
nate of course that poor Florence
Hightingale was an upper-class
woman who lived in o great coun-
try house and was successlul,
Thers 5 & particular kind of Lefit-

ghiingale

cutting off all her hair

Spain, England and

1 W Stormed castles and was
imvolvad in cattle rustiing

sea’ by a Tudor official

GRACE O'MALLEY {1530-1603)
B Nicknamed Grace the Bald after

W Commandeered a fleet of war and
mrc.hanrmm trading with France, §
Portugal

B Dominated the waters off western
Ireland, resisting Tudor Invaders

B Labelled a ‘chief commander and
director of thieves and murderers at

B Twice imprisoned — released the
socond time aged 56 after supposedly
promising to mend her ways
B 'Went on to slaughter hundreds of
Spaniards in battle around 1588

W Met Elizabeth [ in 1593 to ask
permission o ‘invade with sword
-and firg’ the Queen’s enemies -

B Married twice, had four children
whether she died in bed or in batife !

Sea Devil: Grace played
Gabrielle Breathnach

wing fashion which gets eross even
about Establishment women, let
alone Establishment men.*

He sald teachling can become

titive, but It is up to stalf to

dfresh the study of Florence

Nightingale instead of simply opt-
Ing for eensationallsm,

Alex Attewell, director of the
Florence Nightingale mmuseum in
London - which attracts around
30,000 visitors a year - said he had
seen no evidence that people are

‘judud' with her, "We
can't re e wikh the demand
for F‘tureme ightingate. There is
such a strong inlerest,’

Nick Seaton, of the Campuaign for
Real Education, said: *This 15 just
ancther example of politlcal cor-
rectness at the QA"

A QUA spokesman sald; 'T think
Grace 18 Just belng used as an
example. That's not to diminlsh
Florenee Nightingale's very lnpor-
tant contributlon.”

Daily Mail, 28 December 2004

becomin



